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SECTION FOURTH. 


ELLIPTICAL STENO-PHONOGRAPHY 
FOR ALL LANGUAGES. 


1. Line-writing (see “Universal Line-Alphabet,” Section Second) 
is converted into Steno-phonography when all the consonants of 
a word are joined together according to the Elliptical Principle 
introduced in thig Section. 

2. The utility of Shorthand is not confined to Reporting ; nor 
does mere expertness in writing necessarily qualify a person for 
the difficult task—-mental as well as mechanical—of following a 
fiuent speaker with verbatim accuracy. Shorthand is useful to 
thousands who have no occasion to apply it m this way—to men 
of businesa, as well as to students and men of letters, To all 
such learners this “ Elliptical Steno-phonography” specially com- 
mends itaelf, from the facility with which it may be acquired, and 
from its ample sufficiency for ordinary literary purposes. 

8. The system is, however, susceptible of all the modes of con- 
traction made use of by Reporters, and a Scheme of Reporting 
Abbreviations is provided in the Fifth Section. But Steno-phono- 
graphy aims at a wider sphere of usefulness ; and a larger than a 
professional class of learners is hoped for. 

4. There is no reason why Shorthand should not be as generally 
practised as long-hand writing; and this method is peculiarly 
adapted for popular use, both from its simplicity as applied to 
vernacular languages, and from its unique property of being 
uniformly applicable to any“anguage. : 

3. A very important feature in the system,-—and one entirely 
anew to Stenography—is the equal value attached to all curved 

, lines, whether written concave or convex to their ‘line of direction.’ 
Thus: ) and(,—~ and , (and) ,\ and-\, are optional 
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varieties of the ‘vertical curve,’ the ‘horizontal curve,’ &., and 
have no difference, => meaning. This invaluable novelty—together 
with the principle for repeating lines of the same slope (see 
Alphabet, par. 7)—~secures perfect freedom in combining consonants 
in any order, without pre-arranged modes of writing, and with an 
entire absence of ambiguity. 

6. Any person may learn this system perfectly, in connection 
with his own language, without studying the rationale of the 
symbols ; but the intelligent Reader will profit by adding Theory 
to Practice, and perusing the ‘ Principles of the Universal 
Alphabet’ in Section Second. No attempt, however, should be 
“made to master every detail of the system before practically 
applying those portions which are of immediate utility. The 
following Table contains all the consonants required in English 
Steno-phonography. 


7. Tae Enouisn Avpaanet, 








Hook, Crossing Line. Ring. 
s Slope Repeater. -tion. 


8. Practica Osservations on THE ENoLisH ALPHABET. 

lL. Thick und Thin letters. Thin letters are voiceless ; thick letters 
are vocal. The lines for rl m n ng may be written, 
indifferently, thick or thin. Curves should be thickened 
enly at the bulge. me 

Il, Ring-letters, Ring-letters must bein with the ring. A fina® 
ting denotes the termination -tion: as t motion, 

TIT. Hook, The hook a, is used when the letter is not followed by 
a vowel; as ‘| space. : 

TV. Slope Repeater. Any line, straight or curved, drawn, at any 
angle, across the end of another line, has the same value 
as if written in ihe direction of the first line. Thus: 
4AaA4 ~~) _&e., are read as—— oe eo eee eo. 
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Y. Junction of letters. All the consonants of a word are joined 
together, according to the ‘ Elliptigil Prineiple.’ [See 
par. 9.] Letters may be written upwards or downwards, 
backwards or forwards; and Curves may be written 
convex or concave, without affecting their value :—they 
must simply stand in the required direction. H may he 
written in any direction. A ring may be on either side 
of a straight line. A hook should be on the inside of a 
curve, but it may be on either side of a straight line, 

VI. Non-implied Vowels, [See par. 11.] 


9. Tae ExuieticaL Princrere, 


Consonants are written sMALL when they are NOT FOLLOWED BY 
A VoWEL. This Principle involves the following results :—- 


I. Fulbsize letters imply a vowel after them. 
IL Initial small letters, in monosyllables~-as well as in a large 
proportion of other words—imply a vowel before them. 


10. The number of syllables in any word in thus seen at a glance, 
every full-sized consonant being necessarily a syllable. The effect 
of the Elliptical Principle will be understood from the following 
illustrations :— 


ONO Ma aa in OW eee 
Cut, act, " apt, rock, ark, look, elk, foot, oft, near, narrow, 
~—_—_ oe en ood =. 


shade, shadow, pen, pany, here, hero, ply, apple, pillow, tapped, 


on eee ~~ a Les 
tippet, tiptoe, alter, letter, ae plate, a Plato, se ity, 
Sates fy, ft oben, hte, 
frown, foreign, ferny, farina, hehe er, aa ae 
el a ee 
gTomote, permit, feeling flowing, following, ania liberate, 
“tA 
liberty, libretto. 
11, Non-mpuizp VoweEs. 

Vowels, when not implied by the Elbptical Principle, are 
expressed by a dot written opposite the centre of the adjoining 
consonant. The dot is required for initial or double vowels only. 
Thus : 


6 ELLIPTICAL STENO-PHONOGRAPHY. 


\ ae NENG ie 
lL Initial Verve Echo, again, attempt, arrogate, aggregate, ahead 
ny se ee 


IL Initial Double Vowels. Ionic, iota, aorta, ddlite. 


III. Double Vowels after Consonants. [Only a single dot requires 
to be written, as one vowel is implied. Thus :] : 
‘i \ |: — |: rr — ee —— 
rea create, poet, riot, pioneer, heroic, area, aureols, aerial. 


- 12 Exempuiriep OsgzrvaTions oN THE ExipmicaL PRiNcrPLe. 


{The Prefixes, Terminations, &c., from page 10 are introduced 
iu this Iustration.] 


~ rs tet crew 4 ws, = t= 
An “ a aes Principle” of writing was originally introduced 
ioe - 7 oe. 


by the Author in his “ Steno-phonography”* (1849) ; and in the 


-_ 


“Lessons in Phonetic Shorthand ” contributed to Cassell’s 
Let hy & ee 

- Popular Educator ;” but in these Works vowels were implied 
m4 tL — ea 


before instead of after consonants. The new method was 
t m~ L snes 0 f = 


by the “ natural law” of utterance—as demonstrated in the “ Visible 
uA kat 7 t sat “nN 
Speech” writing of words from a wide variety of European, Asiatic 
4 a ; ‘ aaa’ 
and Afrigan languages— that consonants befween vowels are sylla- 


‘Le e cc o— . i A 
bically allied to the succeeding and not to the preceding sound ; 
\ t “N t fo OO ty 


the action of the v: oO! being, in ali such cases, from close 
| iY ~*~ hep f 7 Ww P Z {- 


e 
to open and not from open to close positions. Thus the word- 





# "This little book bas long been out of print. The Alphabet was re-modelled 
in the subsequent publications “ Shorthand Masterbook,” ~ Popular Stenography,” 
and “ Reporters’ Manual.” The medal of the Rova, Soorrsam Socrrty oF Anrs 
‘was awurded to the Author (1854) “for his new Principle of Stepography,” as 
developed in the three last-mentioned Works. 
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yee eee A: eae 
‘ critica’ —however it may be antaet etym@logically—is, in|pro- 
aA 
wel \n 
murieiation, syllabled into “ cri-ti-cal”. - 
fs Ne mei J 2G, ” ~L 
The Elliptical Principle is uniformly app! ficable to all languages ; . 
. 7 ea ~~. Z t med (lp 
and its effect is to render precise Towel writing superfluous, in 
‘\ r is 
mnection with the iar words of native speech, where mere 
s ee 
intelligibility is concerned, as in Stenography. bay 
2 ft tt : t ke 


t 
In ordingry Systems of Shorthand, while the omission of vowels 
aan ——~—— ~—A, Pa ~ ee 
is essential to expeditious writing, their seein leads to 
constant ambiguity. The writing, in fact, depends for its legibility 
+ . 7; t ] aia { ; a™ ° 
upon the adoption of special signs for consonant combinations, and 
an A | t ee a a 
the preservation of ! distinctions, by placing words on, 
5 ~ fe -_ Se parry . ra 
above, or below a line, Othe ise, words containing the same 
ye 
consonants in the same nee would all be liable to cpitaions 
Pan ~ I ‘ek = z & 
Thus the letters p r t form the common “ consonant skeleton” of - 
ve i _— fos fe —_" ? 
such various English monosyllables, dissyllables and trisyllables as 
part, (pret prate, party, om apart, upright, parrot, merits operate 5 
aad 


Pa ar kee 
and unless vowels we- inserted, or at Jeast a’ mode > writing 
= L t t a \ ‘ oat 
adopted to show eC ati sounds uur, the stenographic foug- 
ae tf 


line e these ee would s utterly unintelligible. 


—a"7*. ne os 
The “Elliptical Principle” bly —, Bes 
e 2 om 


tcc a Osis cibhi aay anaes aca: abd abs wuts 
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out] Sosrtal mirks, except for initial or double vowels. The 
PHM Aw ( ot 
consonant-outline itself shows where vowels do or do not occur, 
° 1 ? “ t: -y t / Saw f a 
and informs the eye of the number of syllables in every word, 
ta ee eee 


Thus: part, prate, party, pretty, apart, upright, parrot, parity, operate. 


13. The brevity resulting from this Principle is obvious ; and an 
examination of the words in these illustrative observations will 
abundantly manifest the absoluteness of the wsting in giving 
individual form to nearly all words of more then one syllable. By 
means of a few pre-arrangements and a small number of arbitrary 
signa [See page 9] the necessity for inserting vowels in mono- 
syllables will be found also to be almost entirely obviated. 

14, No use is made, in this Elliptical Shorthand, of arbitrary 
differences in the position of words above or below a line. This 
means of distinction is consequently available for abbreviations in 
‘Reporting. An unlimited number of Logograms is obtained in 
this way from single letters or syllables by simply writing them 
helow the general line. The “ Logogram position” gives perfect 
distinctiveness to any abbreviations that may be adopted, and 
prevents all possibility of confusion between contracted and fully 
written words. 

15, Some additional examples of English and also of French and. 
German ‘Steno-phonography’ are given, without interlinear printing, 
at the end of this Section, to enable the learner to master the 
Principle of the System by exercises in reading the Shorthand, 


2 


Sinciz Lerrer Worps. 

16. Advantage is taken of the different optional modes in which 
curves and ring-letters may be written, to obviate the necessity for ~ 
inserting vowels in single-letter words of common occurrence. 
Thus the form (/) being associated with the word say, the other 
form of the letter (/) will be used for see, &e, A few pro- 
nouns which admit of unambiguous contraction are written by 
emall instead of full-size letters. 


*ICAL STENO-PHONOGRAPHY. 9 


Se oT ‘able of Single-Letter BY 




















eH eee ~~] ra rather} { | view “ion v | what 
can real | / |have |e vin S lis 
\ +80 fy say ly how q [am 2) aa 
~| too | /7 | see Half Size. |} aim ~| just 
™! do |---| shall is quite |4/my § | we 
| pug |~~]sure | | pet f}me Q} with 
ae S| why | it,to jriyou ‘| all 
VR deen i! | while | at, out | vjye ~| little 
o~| know! / j easy \-| add ~iare «| off 
as knew} .~. | usual |! up ~jour 3] if 
new | t | way 1) by jor | of 
\ | must} 4 | with  |a.| think | +js0 #| thou, thee 
f | may | ¢ | few thing | ? [ns é| thy 
(| we |~sjlaw |ajown — |~jshe 7 the, him 
J | yes |~~/large — |o-! now slwhich | | who, whom 








17. The above principle of distinction may be extended to 
combinations of letters. Thus the letters f + imay present either 
of the four outlines (Ch ae ite ); and, in reporting, each form 
may be utilized at pleasure. By this means monosyllables con- 
taining the same elements may, whenever desirable, be distinguished 
without yewels. ‘Thus: 


L sor, , fear, &e.;\¢ from,2 frame, é&c. 


DrrivaTives. 

18, Alphabetic additions may be made to the small single-letter 

words, and to the signs for no, more, &c., for derivative and com- 
d words, ‘Thus: 
i SG “a “a - % ep Ca cod 
your, yours, yourself selves, ours, ourselves, his, himself, her, hers, 
v3 4 ab 2 + 

herself, myself, whose, into, unto, within, without, upon, moreover, 
ad ao + she: aes 7 
evermore, more or less, most, mostly, almost, utmost. 


19, ARBITRARILS 
I. Words, A dot, a hyphen, aring, and a cross——not being separately 
employed in the local alphabet—are adopted as convenient 


signs for the following words ; 
- 2 Ny va x @ eo OO x ot 


the, they, this, thet, these, those, but, and, &c., viz., { no, more, 


not 
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Th Prefixes and Terminations. A dot and a ring, written ii 
vari 18 positions in reference to the adjoining consonant, 
are also used to denote syllables. These may be gradually 
introduced, as the writer attains facility. 


At Bottom. 
Pre = Ter. 








20, Examples of Prefixes and and Terminatione, 
\ iw an = 1. 
Excuse, explicit, exist, extremity, extraordinary, extermination, 
ec in 


circumstance, eiFetinference, yaated, emer wounded, dirdet, 


es 


region, religion, contagion, complete, ccemailiah, contain, ae 

ay “Ne canal a ~. 

. Seeaticeion, counteract, entertain, interfere, introduce, literary, 
Na X Le 


en ee coueegione, Lo Pay aa 
rece prog sates, were oe , theology, 
a0; aa Sickie variance, prodade, precision, ‘premonition, 
— ee “~ co oo 
eee subdue, subordination, undertake, oo only, 
~L 4. io te ; 


literally, profusely, probable, possible, legible. diac segment, 


21. Compounds. - 

A ring may be used for én, un, before other prefixes ; as @..)-in- 
consistent, ( @,) unconcerned, &e.; » hook may be added to the_ 
ring for nesses, ments, gions, &e; as ( {" ). witnesses, (~.) > 
fragments, ( lL) ) Pigeons: s dot may be added to dle, for diltty ; 
as (‘| ) probebility ; and alphabetic additions may be made to 
the ring for mental, mentor, &e.; aa(\“—z) ornamental, (—?) 
tormentor, &ec. 
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22. Inrrtat-Lerrar Sian. 

Initial letters, followed by a point as a ond of abbreviation, 
atand for words in common writing. By the adoption of a cor- 
responding initial-letter sign, (a small oblique cross x) any titular 
or other initials may be joined together in Shorthand, without 
fear of ambiguity. The sign may be inserted in any convenient 
rater in ages to the “phraseogram.” Thus: 

+ Bcd 2 “a 

AD, AM, Re Cc. CE, DOLL, D.D., D.V., oe 
tw OM’ Pes 7 =a) 
FRS., WMS, HEH, io, LP, KGB, LOP, MA, 
wk VY woe. 
M.D. MP., MS., MSS, N.B, OHMS, P.M, PS., 
YOST 7A 7 L Beers 
QC., RN. 8.8.C. T.C.D., U.S.A, V.P., W.S., &. 


The “letters” in the above illustrations are, of course, trans- 
lated into sounds. Thus: (K)night (C)ommander of the (B)ath, 
(N.K.B.) ; (C)ivil Engineer, (S.E.) ; (T)rinity (C)ollege, (D)ublin, 
(T.K.D.) ; (W)riter to the (8)ignet, (R.S. ) 


Vowst Worps, anp Exact Vowsts. 

23, The sufficiency of the “ Elliptical Principle” of consonait: 
writing, to distinguish vernacular words without vowels, has been 
illustrated in the preceding paragraphs. Exact vowels may, how- 

ever, be inserted at pleasure ; and vowel signs must be used for a 
few Seoul which contain no consonant. The following is a complete 
list of the latter, with their symbols : 


> . Pe 
aan, ab,* aieié, Leye, ay, O-oh-owe, awe. 


24. A Table of English Vowels is added for reference : 














an 7 "9 = S ~ Y y a 8 
High, | eel il es ~—~ tious “pool pull s 8 
Mid, | ale air -al up ask pole pore & 
Low, |_ell_an sir — ah pall pond & @ 

Yor kbp &’ bk Pb 
Examples, bee, bay, bah, beau, buy, boy, bough, 


virtue, aula uy. 
* The word ah is written low. 





N 
12 ELLIPTICAL STENO-PHONOGRAPAY. 
Key, page 3.1 


BI Ch EPR 
PRES Rt a eee ey 
il Sa ee ala 
WAC DT WE ba Set, 
THE TL IN ey TLUl Ce hey 
Tha, I AN a yy, cya 
Fl Se Re Oo iy, 
cm} FEE OE LI BONE 
CRONE G2 SAE ay 
a aE 
i i laa iain al a a aa 
Noe TOY OJ fee A ee 
oa as as 
NE IE a a ee pen eta 
ak any tua Ge A oe ee 
TPE TAT oe OS 
DROLET A Lee 
sae Nanas agrees ae 
BI A Pe Np ny ae 
BL ee I yt 
oe 7 cl ale ee cael a 
Da ee ae 
I sae le Oi Salis cae Paar es Oeics 
ee ee 
So ma ae Meets ate Cae 2s Oo ae ree 
yn as aoa ce eas ee 
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26. EXampies of FRENCH AND GERMAN STENO-#HONOGRAPRY. 

Examples are added of French and German Stdho-phonography, 
in order that learners to whom these languages are familiar may 
test tho legibility of the Elliptical Writing without vowels, in 
other languages as well as in English. 

Jn all vernacular applications of this system, advantage will, of 
course, be taken of the optional variety with which letters may 
be formed, to distinguish monosyllables, &c., which may present 
the same outline ; such as 


Be ee ee Ie, tg eee 
il elle, le Ja, me ma, pour par, noch nach, wenn wenn, . 


_— 


das des, mussen miissen, de. 
The requisite pre-arrangements, in connection with foreign 
languages, are left to local adapters. 
In the following illustrations, the hook-s is used as in English ; 
a dot and a ring are employed for the common particles : 


et, que, une, (French) ; £0, dasa, und, (German) ; 
and the signs x and + are used, es in English, for the negatives 
and comparatives : eee 


ne plus (French) ; nicht mehr (German.) 


Reapine Exerciszs 1N Famnon anpD GERMAN. 
French. 


Pig Pole ae aaa as a a 
TRA te as a Ey 

Bass 07 aaa a aE a 
RES a vee 

be ees age Ses cic hevZ 
rere lan x ciel ter aaa 

Rl See ge ee 
Tee Meter gee AL Wes 
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Seo tel Sat ode ana Ua eel 
rrra ay rt 
Pa de IA he 
sc ciate a des Oe 
MO ALLA LSA ay NOS pe 
ies ane oe | 
Na, | ;— + See a TY tlh, 
German. © 
BS Sg aS i ee te 
Dp Orne Ore Senon sy cur & as 
Re Nr at 
2 PUNY AS. 
Gets Sat Pan aac (a aamaake ae 
eaaihis dee a aes 
i ae ea ir LS ea rae, 
Se Ne Ie Pd 
ae Sates er heal GUE cg Sal 
keg, Pe Se OES saa ee 
wee "Le Cag see Save 
epi an Or cia hee a ei 
mH Say ety hat. TaN 
Pe Noir ta NO See 8 Fe 
aR eo cater ee ee ae 
MLNS ALLS IQ EL 
ROR Ae ek ead: aA Pe 
AO AT 
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Key ro Frenca Stzno-PHONOGBAPE) 
[Sentences from Prendergast’s “ Mastery Se¥jps."} 

I. Pourquoi ne voulez-vous pas me faire le plaisir de passer avec 
moi demain chez le frére de notre ami dans Ja rue neuve? 

Ii. N’avez-vous pas besoin d’aller & Londres aujourd’hui, avant 
yotre promenade du matin, chez le cordonnier frangais, pour faire 
élargir vos bottines t 

THI. Combien faut-il que je donne au cocher de ce fiacre pour 
econduire mon pére ala Banque, aprés son second déjediner, et le 
ramener chez Jui vers cing heures et demic t 

TV. Dites au yarcon, je vous prie, de m’apporter tous Jes jours 
sana faute, & sept houres ou plus t6t Fil pout, un pot d’esu chaude, 
une tase de café au lait, et mes habits bien broasés. 

V. Si vous sortez avec ma secur, demandez en passant au libraire 
quand est-ce qu’il nous enverra le livre anglais qu'elle a acheté il 
y a trois ou quatre jours. 

VL Le vieux domestique avait Pair de bien mnauvaise humeur 
loraqu’il est venu hier au soir desservir et chercher nos lettres pour 
les mettre & la poste. 

VII. Savez-vous comment se nomme cette vieille dame anglaise 
ai riche qui demeure prés du pont neuf, dans la inéme maigon of 
il y une famille francaise, et une joune ministre allemand. © *™ 

VIEL J’ai eu pour moins de deux francs dans un grand magazin 
de Paris o& tout ee vend bon marché, du papier & lettre trés-beau, 
des plumes métalliques excellentes, et un joli petit buvard. 





Key To Gerwan SrHno-PHONOGRAPHT. 
[Sentences from Prendergest’s “ Mastery Serice”.) 

1. Da er, der junge Freund des reichen Mannes dem Diener den 
Brief nicht hat geben wollen, so werden Sie mir ihn gleich holen 
lassen miissen. 

% TL Wenn der alte and kluge Lehrer uns den guten Rath selbst 
wm gegeben hatte, wiirden wir diesen grossen Fehler kaum gemacht 
haben kénnen. 

TIL. Die kleine Freundin der schdnen Dame liess sich die neue 
Kutache nach der nacheten Station der Kisenbaln schicken, um in 
derselben mu der Stadt zu fahren. 
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IV. “Aber erfdlich sehickte die Alte aus, und bestellte ihre Kiste> 
weil sie die Ai'sicht hatte, die schon oft vorgehabte lange Reise 
sobald als nur méglich x1 unternehmen. 

V. Ich hére, dass das schon gestern Morgen friih erwartete Schiff 
selbst heute Abend, wie ich glaube, wegen des schlechten Wetters, 
schwerlich mehr hier ankommen wird. 

VI. Wir wollen ihm und seinem Freund einmal folgen, und 
das leichtere Gepack lieber gleich holen und zu dem nahen Gasthaus 
bringen lassen, und uns da méglichst bald ins Bett legen. 

VIL. Ein dringender Brief eines krankon Geschiiftafreundes, 
weicher mir so eben gebracht worden ist, néthigt mich m einem 
kurtzen Ausflug, um einen kleinen Badeplatz an der Nordkiiste 
von Deutschland zu besuchen. 

VII. Ja, gehen Sie mit uns und, sehen Sie. man weiss ganz 
wohl, wie wonige Antworten auf meine erste Anfrage in der letzten 
Montagszeitung bis jetzt bei Iamen gewesen sind ; doch kann ich 
noch immer hoffen. 


Punctuation. 
~ 27, All the common marks of Punctuation may be inserted at 
pleasure ; but, to catch the eye, as well ag to avoid confusion with 
words, they should be written before the general line, as illustrated 
ii the preceding exercises, 


